
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 87-17

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECI'RIC COMPANY
PI'ITSBURG rowER PlANT
CIASS I AND II SURFACE IMEDUNIMENTS

The california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (hereinafter called the Discharger),
owns and operates Pittsburg Power Plant located west of the town of
pittsburg in Contra Costa County. The plant has seven natural gas or
oil fired generating units with a combined capacity of 2002 megawatts.
Wastewaters from operation and maintenance of the facility are stored
and treated in five Class I hazardous waste and two Class II
designated waste surface impoundments on site.

2. The Discharger originally submitted a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD)
on January 25, 1985 for issuance of waste discharge requirements for
the continued operations of the surface impoundments at its Pittsburg
Power Plant. The ROWD was considered incomplete and supplemental
materials were submitted on May 1, 1985 and November 6, 1985. The
November 6, 1985 submittal was the Discharger's Part B application
(Part B) pursuant to the Resources Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA). The ROWD was considered complete on September 12, 1986 when
the cozrect; filing fee was submitted.

3. The Board has issued Waste Discharge Requirements for this facility's
discharge to surface waters under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System, Order No. 83-22. The permit has been amended
twice by Order Nos. 84-15 and 86-47. The Board has not previously
issued Waste Discharge Requirements for the Class I and II surface
impoundments.

4. The five RCRA regulated Class I hazardous waste surface impoundments
are as follows:

a. Boiler Chemical Cleaning Solution Pond (BCCSP)

The BCCSP is constructed of three inches of reinforced concrete
and lined with 80 mils of PVC. This was builtin 1970. It is used
for storage of waste boiler chemical cleaning solutions. This
waste contains metal ions and is ccrrosf,ve. Sodium hydroxide is
added to the waste prior to entering the pond to raise the pH above
2. If necessary, additional sodium hydroxide is added to the pond
to precipitate heavy metal hydroxides. The liquid supernatant is
filtered, then discharged along with plant once-through cooling
water to Suisun Bay in compliance with the NPDES Permit No.
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